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ST. PAUL'S DEFENSE BEFORE KING AGRIPPA, IN 
RELATION TO THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 



By Rev. Wm. M. Lewis, 
Ty-Llwyd, Penycrom, South Wales, England. 



In a former paper (the Biblical World, August, 1898) 
an argument was presented, based on Heb. 1 : 6, in favor of the 
Pauline authorship of the epistle to the Hebrews, and of A. D. 
58-60 as the date of its production. That date, implying also 
the place of its production, Caesarea, admits of, and suggests, 
the application of a test to its correctness. At the termination 
of the Caesarean imprisonment St. Paul was summoned to under- 
take his defense before Festus and King Agrippa, the words of 
which are recorded in Acts 26 : 2-23. The theory above referred 
to may be taken to imply that the apostle, at the time of making 
his defense, was, so to say, fresh from the study which, during 
the weeks immediately preceding, had produced the epistle to 
the Hebrews. The suggested test will result from the inquiry 
if the defense on examination will show a correspondence of 
thought or expression with the epistle, which will warrant the 
inference of their common authorship. 

An examination of St. Paul's defense with the view now sug- 
gested will form the subject of this paper. 

1. The defense opens with the words: "And now I stand, 
and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God to the 
fathers, unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving 
God night and day, hope to come. For which hope's sake, etc." 
(Acts 26:6, 7). The reference at this place and time, by St. 
Paul, to the Mosaic ritual, and the ceaselessness of the ministra- 
tions connected therewith, implying their typical nature and 
their transitoriness, is remarkable, and it inevitably suggests the 
main argument of the epistle to the Hebrews. Let the passage 
be examined. 

a) The order in which the thoughts are presented, " hope 
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.... serving night and day .... hope," may be compared 
with the epistle, where the hope of the promise made of God to 
Abraham, which occupies chap. 6:11-20 ("hope" occurring 
twice, and "promise" four times), leads to the reference to Mel- 
chizedek, vs. 20, whence transition is made to the significance of 
the temple ritual, which occupies chaps. 6, 7, and 9 — the most 
sustained argument of the epistle. This argument, as in our 
passage, issues in "hope," 10:23, which ought to be rendered, 
"Let us hold the confession of our hope, lest we waver not." 
"The translation ' confession of our faith' is an innovation." "In 
the presence of such a hope the visible glories of the temple fade 
away" (Westcott, in loc). Our passage, in the interdepend- 
ence of its thoughts, corresponds with that in Heb. 6 : 1 1-10 : 23. 
b) Let the detached expression, "our twelve tribes, instantly 
serving God night and day," be compared with the following 
passages in Hebrews : " Every priest standeth daily ministering 
and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices" .... "those sac- 
rifices, which they offer year by year continually" .... "the 
priest went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the 
service of God." Aarpeveiv, the word " serving" of our passage, 
is characteristic of Hebrews. Much weight is supposed to attach 
to the argument, which is built on the central section of the 
epistle, to prove its non-Pauline authorship. No argument is so 
frequently insisted on. "The actual reference to the Mosaic 
tabernacle, as a lesson in divine revelation, is peculiar to the 
epistle." "Theoneview [the law as a systemof commandments] 
is, as we have seen, characteristic of St. Paul, and the other [the 
law as a system of ritual] of the writer of the epistle" (West- 
cott). "With this epistle, on the contrary [contrary, that is, to 
all other writers of the New Testament], every element of ritual 
is significant" (Davidson). "We cannot conceive of Paul writ- 
ing such words as the following, 'For then would they not have 
ceased to be offered?'" (Principal Edwards). All such criti- 
cism clearly implies an omission to take cognizance of the words 
of St. Paul's defense. The expression, "our twelve tribes, 
instantly serving God night and day," is itself a sufficient answer 
to all arguments, however plausibly presented, which are based 
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on the allegation that insistence on the significance of the Mosaic 
ritual was foreign to the mind of St. Paul. His mind, at the 
termination of the Caesarean imprisonment, was clearly occupied 
with thoughts on the temple ritual, which are admitted to be 
characteristic of the epistle to the Hebrews. 

2. "That they might receive forgiveness of sins, and an 
inheritance among them which are sanctified" (Acts 26:18). 
The word which is here translated "forgiveness" is a</>€<ro. It 
occurs twice in Hebrews. "The only other places where a<f>e<n<; 
occurs in the epistles are Eph. 1 : 7 and Col. 1 : 14" (Westcott). 
If St. Paul, therefore, had not previously produced Hebrews, he, 
in this presumably unpremeditated address, makes use of a word 
for "forgiveness" not before used by him in his writings, which 
is in the highest degree improbable. It was the argument of 
Hebrews which first suggested, or necessitated, the use of a<j>ecn<s 
in preference to irdpeav;, hence its occasional use afterward. 

The combination which follows is one in which the two words 
which form it are characteristic of Hebrews, namely, icXrjpov and 
rf/iaafievovs, "an inheritance among them which are sanctified." 
"The group of words KXypopo/ielv is characteristic of the epistle" 
(Westcott). Not less characteristic is the use of aytd^eiv, which 
occurs but once in several epistles, thrice in 1 Corinthians, and six 
times in Hebrews. Our inference from the use of this phrase is 
best expressed in the following weighty judgment, the important 
bearing of which on our argument cannot fail to be seen and 
appreciated: "The inheritance of Canaan, the allotment of the 
promised land, here presents an analogy to, and supplies a meta- 
phor for, the higher hopes of the new dispensation as in Heb. 
3 : 7 — 4 : 1 1. For the whole context, compare St. Paul's narra- 
tive in Acts 26 : 18, where all the ideas and most of the expres- 
sions recur" (Lightfoot, notes on Col. 1 : 12). The expressions 
in the defense, and in Colossians, are reminiscent echoes of an 
argument entered into at length previously in Hebrews. 

3. Our next reference presents questions purely historical. 
"Whereupon, o King Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision ; But showed first unto them of Damascus, and 
at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then 
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to the Gentiles, that they should repent, etc." (Acts 26: 19, 20). 
On this passage Lewin [The Life and Epistles of St. Paul), whose 
authority is of the highest on the annals of the life of the great 
apostle, has the note: "This passage has always been a puzzle 
to me. At what time did he preach throughout all the coasts 
of Judaea?" After mentioning six hypotheses which have been 
offered in explanation, each of which is pronounced untenable, 
Lewin continues : " It is not impossible that he may have 
referred to his furtherance of the gospel throughout Judaea, 
during his incarceration (at Caesarea), for though he could not 
personally make a circuit of the cities, he may well have 
employed his faithful attendants on missions for that purpose; 
and his asking while at Rome for the prayers of the Hebrews 
'that he might the sooner be restored to them' implies that his 
labors in Judaea had endeared him to the Christian community 
(Heb. 13: 18)." It will be seen from this extract that Lewin 
believes Hebrews to be Pauline, and that it was written at Rome. 
The explanation offered, however, that St. Paul had evangelized 
"throughout all the coasts of Judaea" by deputy can scarcely be 
deemed satisfactory. Let the Caesarean position for Hebrews be 
substituted for the Roman, and read into Mr. Lewin's note, and 
the explanation becomes complete. It was by means of sending 
"to Jerusalem and throughout all the coasts of Judaea" the epistle 
to the Hebrews that St. Paul "showed that they should repent, 
and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance," and the 
request for the prayers of the Hebrews "that I may be restored 
to you the sooner" (Heb. 13:18) was made while he was a 
prisoner at Caesarea, and had reference to that imprisonment, the 
issue of which, at the time he made the request, was uncertain. 
4. " Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto 
this day, witnessing to both small and great, saying none other 
things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should 
come, that Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first 
that should rise from the dead, etc." (Acts 26:22, 23). The 
teaching of any or of all of the acknowledged epistles of St. 
Paul would suggest its being summarized in words such as "that 
Christ should die, and rise again from the dead." In the epistle 
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to the Hebrews alone are the sufferings of Christ, as distin- 
guished from his death, a characteristic feature. "The paradox 
of a suffering Messiah is displayed in its own glory" (Westcott). 

The unusual order "the prophets and Moses" may well be 
regarded as traceable to Hebrews, where the testimony given by 
the prophets to the person and work of Christ occupies the first 
two chapters of the epistle, and the testimony of Moses is 
reserved for separate treatment in the third chapter. At the 
commencement of the Caesarean imprisonment he had said "the 
law and the prophets" (Acts 24 : 14). 

"Witnessing to both small and great." In St. Paul's epistles 
many comprehensive classifications of mankind occur : Jews and 
Greeks, Greeks and barbarians, circumcision and uncircumcision, 
male and female, wise and unwise, bond and free, and, in the 
present address, "the people and the Gentiles." Nowhere do 
we find "small and great." In the epistle to the Hebrews, how- 
ever, a parallel occurs: "for all shall know me, from the least 
to the greatest" (Heb. 8:11). 

The references which have here been given suffice to estab- 
lish a close relation and correspondence of the defense before 
King Agrippa with the epistle to the Hebrews. No such corre- 
spondence, even in approximation, can be shown with Romans, 
which, if Hebrews did not intervene, was the epistle which pre- 
ceded the defense. What is the nature of that relation ? The 
question has not been asked, so far as we are aware, in connec- 
tion with the defense or the epistle. The answer which this 
paper suggests is equally foreign to all recent criticism. And 
the fatality which for centuries has influenced critics, both Pau- 
linists and anti-Paulinists, to assign Hebrews to a late date, 
about A. D. 67, will probably forbid the acceptance, or even the 
entertainment, of that answer. It nevertheless provides the 
solution, both of the enigma presented by the defense and, I 
venture to maintain, of that acknowledged to exist in the epistle. 
That answer is that the study which, in the latter part of the 
Caesarean imprisonment, produced the epistle to the Hebrews 
suggested and determined the thoughts and language of St. 
Paul's defense before Festus and King Agrippa. 



